





Mexico and Central and South America

Maya Q’eqchi’ Land and Resource Rights

The Center is litigating a major
human rights case in the Inter-
American Commission on Human
Rights on behalf of the Agua
Caliente community to protect the
lands of several Maya Q'eqchi’
communities and stop a nickel
mine from expanding into their

territories.

For more than 40 years, these
Q’egchi’ communities have faced
physical threats, forced evictions,
and deadly violence by mining
company security forces because of
their efforts to secure legal title and
recognition of their lands and
resources. The Guatemala
government issued a permit to an
international company to revive a
long-dormant nickel mine., granting

the permits in complete disregard

of the indigenous communities’ rights and in flagrant defiance of domestic and

international law.

In addition to continuing to argue the case in the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, in 2018 we launched a related suit in Guatemala’s domestic courts. The
case helped spark a congressional hearing to investigate why Guatemala’s land titling
agency, FRONTIERRAS, has not titled Agua Caliente’s lands despite a 2012 Constitutional
Court ruling requiring the agency to do so. The hearing and a subsequent written report
to Congress exposed deeper problems and the vulnerability of Guatemala’s entire land

titling system to fraud and corruption.

Despite the government’s proposals to relocate the communities, Agua Caliente
and the other Q'eqchi’ villages rejected the idea and refused to negotiate with the

government.

The Center provided additional evidence to the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights and requested that they expedite the case. In light of the proposals to
relocate Agua Caliente, we stressed the importance of the Commission issuing
protective measures for the entire community to address the eviction risks. The
Commission expects to decide our case in the fall of 2019. No matter the outcome, we
will argue for the case to be considered by the Inter-American Court. A case before the
Court could result in an important precedent for indigenous communities throughout
the Americas that are fighting against mining and other forms or subsurface resource

extraction.
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Staff

Robert T. Coulter, Executive Director

Robert, a member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, founded the
Center in 1978. He is an attorney with more than 40 years of
experience in the field of Indian law and author of many articles in
the field of Indian law and human rights. He received his bachelor’s
degree from Williams College and a law degree from Columbia
University.

Armstrong A. Wiggins, Director, Washington Office

Armstrong is a Miskito Indian from Nicaragua. He has been with the
Center since 1981 and has nearly 40 years of experience in the field
of human rights. Armstrong was a political prisoner in Nicaragua
during both the Somoza and Sandinista regimes because of his
activism and leadership in promoting human rights. He directs the
Washington, D.C. office and much of the international human rights
work of the Center, managing the Mexico and Central and South
America Program.

Leonardo A. Crippa, Senior Attorney

Leonardo, a Kolla Indian from Jujuy, Argentina, joined the Center’s
Washington, D.C. office in 2005. He received his law degree from
Universidad Nacional de Tucuman in Argentina and a Master of Law
degree from American University Washington College of Law in
2008. He previously worked at the Center for Justice and
International Law on human rights cases within the Inter-American
system.
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Melanie Dayton, Administrative Assistant

Melanie joined the Center's Montana office in 2015. She provides
administrative support, document and report preparation, and
general bookkeeping. She has more than 17 years of experience in
the nonprofit sector, primarily with bookkeeping, and administrative

support.

Chris Foley, Attorney

Chris, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation, joined the Montana office in
December 2013. Originally from Oregon, he graduated from
Swarthmore College and earned his J.D.in 2011 from Temple

University’s Beasley School of Law.

Monica A. Miranda, Ass/stant for Program and Administration
Monica joined the Center’'s Washington D.C. office in 2016. Her work
included policy research and analysis, advocacy, organizing, coalition
building, and office management. Monica resigned from the Center
in June 2018 to become a program associate with Rights and

Resources Group.

Lisa Myaya, Development Director

Lisa joined the Center's Montana office in 2007as a Communications &

Development Assistant and became the Development Director in 2015.
She has worked in the nonprofit sector for more than 25 years, both on
the programmatic and the administrative sides of resource

conservation, arts, and cultural organizations.

Ginny Underwood, Director of Communications

Ginny, a member of the Comanche Nation, joined the Center in 2009.
She has more than 20 years of experience in the communications field
with a specialty in working with non-profits to develop and
implement strategic communication plans. Ginny left the Center in
July, 2018

Jana L. Walker, Senior Attorney

Jana, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation (Cherokee/Loyal Shawnee/
Delaware), joined the Center’'s Montana office in 2011. Prior to joining
the Center, she spent more than 24 years in private practice working
with tribes and tribal entities in the field of Indian law. Jana received her
bachelor's degree in Nursing from the University of Oklahoma and J.D.

from the University of New Mexico School of Law.




Statement Of Financial Position Each year the Center engages an independent accounting firm to audit its

financial statements. The financial information presented here is an excerpt

as of December 31 of the audited statements for the years ended December 31, 2018 and 2017.
ASSETS To review the Independent Auditors’ Report and full audited statements, visit
CURRENT ASSETS 08 o our website — www.indianlaw.org — or contact us at mt@indianlaw.org or
Cash and cash equivalents $708,445 $385,717
Current grants receivable (net) 132,040 171058 (406) 449-2006 to request a printed copy of the audit..
Accounts receivable 511 511
Prepaid expenses 3,192 3,146
Total current assets 844,188 561,359 e o e
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT — AT COST Statement of Activities
Net depreciable assets 5675 8,494 Temporarily
OTHER ASSETS for the year ended December 31, 2018 Unrestricted Restricted TOTAL
Deposits 1,325 1,325 SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Gar Creek Seminole land purchase 420,269 420,269 Contributions $245,246 $1,350 $246,596
Investments, restricted 87,146 48,029 Grants 25,791 1,028,500 1,054,291
Long-term grants receivable (net) Bequests and trusts 8,835 - 8,835
Investments, board restricted operating reserve 579,418 589,764 Interest 17,467 17,467
Restricted cash—operating reserve 6,173 5,068 Other 1123 ) 1123
Restricted cash 202 41,866 Realized & unrealized gains on investments (3,871) (22,455) (26,326)
Totalother assets 1094533 1,106,341 Released from restrictions 1,112,231 (1,112,231) -
TOTAL ASSETS $1,944,396 51,676,194
Total support and revenue 1,389,355 (87,369) 1,301,986
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES EXPENSES
Accounts payable $14,574 $10912 Program services 810,729 - 810,729
Accrued salaries and vacation payable 38,510 45,745 Management and general 115,622 _ 115,622
Payroll taxes payable 692 661 Fund raising 103,190 - 103,190
Long-term capital lease 972 1,644 Total expenses 1,029,541 - 1,029,541
Total current liabilities 54,748 58,911
NET ASSETS Change in net assets 359,814 (87,369) 272,455
Unrestricted 463,860 104,046
With donor restriction 1425788 945,863 Net assets at beginning of year 104,046 $1,513,157 $1,617,203
Total net assets 1,889,648 1,617,203 Net assets at end of year $463860  $1425788 $1,899,648

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $1,944,396 $1,676,194






