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$

N1agara, 18th June, 178g.

Sir: Having before wrote to some of your principal People,
on the Subject of our Lands at Canajoharie, which we have
never as yet had any Answers to, probably owing to their not
having received them ; having a safe Opportunity beg leave
to mention to your Excellency that we are informed a Mr.

Clock,? who we found troublesome before the Commence- -

ment of the late unhappy War, is again striving to take Ad-

vantage of us, in order to deprive us of our Right in that -
_ Part of the Country, which when at the last Treaty at Fort

Stanwix in 1784, you was with a Number more of your prin-

cipal People kind enough to assure us, as our Lands were

not confiscated at the Close of the War, we should not be
deprived of our just Right; we therefore look up to your

Excellency for Justice, and which from your Character we -
have no doubt but we will obtain. The Reason of our not

exerting ourselves relative to this Matter before now, was
owing to our being employed in Business in the different Parts
of this Country, being obliged to attend at the different
Treaties, which has made us neglect paying that Attention
to our private Concerns which we otherwise should have done.

From the great Scarcity of Cattle at present amongst us,
owing to our having lost Numbers this last Winter, we would
wish to dispose of our Canajoharte Lands and would take
part Cattle in payment and give a just Deed of the same.
Your Excellency being at the Head of the State, we have
thought proper to first mention it to you and shall wait your
Answer, which we hope will be soon, that an End may be
put to the Business.

I flatter myself we will give you every Satisfaction in any
Purchase which may be made from us, as what we ourselves
do we shall wish to abide by. I have the Honor to be

Your most obedt. humb. Sert., . Josepn Brawr,
in behalf of the Mohawk Nation.
Georce Cuivton, Esq.,
Governor of the State of New York.

1 Mr. Krogx resided at Canajoharie, concernedinlarge Land Patentsin Oneida

and with Henry Remsen and others was  County.

Corstinissioners a\. Indiun k\_m%.&m\.b 331

Tp bis Excellency the Govoriur of the State of New Yo, ca.

Brothers: .
We have been informed of the Purchases you made of

some of our young Men, both of the Onondaga and Kavuga

- Country, and we have considered long and seriously on the

Consequences that may arise from suffering Individuals
(without Authority) to dispose of Property that was given
by the Great Spirit to our Forefathers and handed down by
them to their Children the Five Nations in general. We
have not been hard with the white People who has made an
open and fair Application for Lands at our Council Fire;
but we have accommodated them, and we hold the Sales sa-
cred, because it was done in full Council and at a proper
Place; but what is pardally purchased from Individuals, at
improper Places, we are bound by the ancient Customs of
our Forefathers to &mmmm_.o.qn of. .
-Brothers: .
We did not expect that you, after advising us to shun
private Treaties with Individuals and avoid selling our Lands
to yourdisobediant Children, that you would yourself purchase
Lands from a few of our wrong headed young Men, without
the Consent or even the Knowledge of the Chiefs; therefore we

have at present only to communicate our Disapprobation of

those Sales, and request that you will not make any further
Settlements or Surveys on the Lands till the Money is paid
us agreeable to the Sales we made at Buffaloe Creek last
Summer. It is not that we have any Objections to you
having the Lands; itis equal to us who has it, as we have
sold it in public Council at our Council Fire like Men and
do not mean to deviate from it like Children; but we expect
to be paid the Money we then agreed for with Dr. Benton,
and to have the Distribution of it ourselves, and not that a few
Individuals shall run away with the whole, to the Prejudice
of all the Five Nations & to the Disgrace of your Brothers.
Buffaloe Creek, 2nd June, 1789.
SHARONGYOWANON,
KaxoNDENAYEN, In Behalf of the
Onondaga Nation.
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OJAGEGHTE, in Behalf of the
" OGHNIOKWENTON, Cayuga Nation.

OGHNENRAYEWAGHS, | in Behalf of the

SKENTYOGHKEVADOGH, | Seneca Nation.
Jos: BRaNT or TEKANAWETER, in Behalf

of the Mohawks, &c.; &e.

Resolved, That Samue! Jones and Ezra L’Hommedieu,
Esqrs., prepare Answers to the said Letters and lay them
before this Board with all convenient Speed. .

Ata Meeting of the Commissioners for holding Treaties
with the Indians within this State, at the House of
John Tayler at Albany, on Tuesday the 14th Day of
July, 1789.

Present: His Excellency the Governor,
His Honor the Lieut. Governor,
Abraham Ten Broeck,
Ezra L'Hommedieu,
Samuel Jones, Esqrs.

Mr. Jones and Mr. L' Hommedieu, to whom were referred
the several Letters from Joseph Brant, and from the said
Joseph Brant and six other Indians at Buffaloe Creek, and
from the Sachems, Chiefs & Warriors of the Oneida, Onon-
daga and Kayuga Nations, reported Answers thereto respect-
ively, which being read and amended were approved, and are
as follows:

" Brothers: ] o
Your Speech delivered at Fort Stanwix in June was

communicated to me by Mr. Tayler, Agent to the Commis-
sioners. 1t informs me that a Man has settled at the Onon-
daga Eel wares, near the Cross Lake and built a House there.
This Person has no Right to settle on those Lands, and you
will be justified in turning him off, if he will not depart
peaceably. I will give Orders to our .mcﬂ.n%oa to direct him
to depart from that Place, and also direct the Surveyor Gen-
eral, in running out the Land, to reserve one Mile Square to
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comprehend the Ecl wares on both Sides of the River, fur
the use of your Nation and such white People as may stand
in need of Fish. I have given no Permission to any Person
to settle on the Lands reserved for common use at the Salt
Springs, and no Person shall remain there contrary to the
Agreement made between us. Shew’this Letter to Major
Hardenbergh, our Surveyor, and he will direct that Man to
move off when you desire it.
Brother : .

We hear Provision is very scarce among you; we have
therefore sent you some Corn, which will be delivered to you
at Fort Stanwix, to relieve your present Wants and asa Tes-
timony of our Friendship for you.

Your Friend & Brother,
Geo: CrinToON.
To the Onondagas. .

Albany, 14th July, 1789.

Brothers:

Mr. Tayler, our Agent, after his Return from Fort
Stanwix, delivered to me the Speech of your Nation with a
Belt, and I was happy to find that your Nation are so well
satisfied with the Treaty made with us at Albany last Winter.
You may be assured that Agreement will be kept inviolate
on our Part, and we make no Doubt but the same will be
faithfully observed by you.

I am sorry to hear from you, that some of our disobedient
Children intrude on your reserved Lands; listen not to
the Birds that tell Lies and say you have been deceived.
The Mothers, the female Governesses, the Sachems and
Warriors, may fully rely upon the Governor and Chiefs of
New York to fulfil all their Promises. They will take
effectual Measures to prevent any Intrusion on your reserved
Land, and I recommend to you not to suffer any white Man
to settle on your Land.

Brothers : :

I have sent the Surveyor to mark out your reserved
Lands, so that they may be always known by you and your
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, A
“Pretexts or from Motives of private Interest, will pretend to
be your Advocates and ['riends ; offer You their Counsel and
Advice, but at the same time will throw in the Way all the
Difficulties and Embarrassments in their Power.

Brethren! We rccommend You to embrace the present
Opportunity, lest, if this be lost or neglected, some unavoid-
able Accident or unforeseen Event may render a future one
precarious and possibly less favorable to your Interest.

Brethren! The Right and Power of managing all Affairs
with the Indians, not Members of any of the States, is vested
in Congress, who have, as We are ws%uao? appointed Com-
missioncrs for the Purpose. We are appointed by a Law of
the Legislature of this State, to superintend Indian Affairs
within the same, by Virtue of which We are authorized and
required to enter into Compacts and Agreements with any

‘Indians residing within this State. It is in Consequence of
this Law and these Powers that We appear now to treat with
You our Brethren, with whom, when our present Differences
are adjusted, We are inclined to live as heretofore, on Terms
of the most sincere Friendship: in Testimony whereof we
give You this . Belt.

Brethren ! By your Letter of the 11th Day of August last
which We received from Captain Brandt, You inform Us
that You are sent by the six Nations in Alliance with You
to scttle some Points necessary to be arranged previous to a
more general Mecting; what those Points are, We shall be
glad to know. We on our Part attend agreeable to the
ancient Custom in which Treaties have been conducted be-
tween You and Us and our Ancestors; but your being thus
sent, is out of the ancient Mode. We would therefore desire
to know the Reason of this new Way of proceeding on a
Business of this Nature, and whether You have sufficient
Powers delegated to You on this Qccasion, so that'when We
see that You have competent Powers for these Purposes,
We may proceed farther upon the Business.

To which the Deputies made Answer: R

Brathers ! Now You have finished this Day, at this Council
which You have called here, and We have heard what You
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had to say and fully comprehend it: We would now observe
to You that it ’s the Custom of the six Nations to consult
and consider before We answer, and wish You to keep an open
Ear, in Expectation to hear what We have to say.
: Sept. 6th, 1784,
Was a rainy Day and the Dcputies not ready to deliver
their Answer until Toemorrow.
, A September 7th, 1784.
At 2 Meeting of the Commissioners of Indian Affairs;
The Governor being indisposed. .

Present:

~ Abraham Cuyler, Henry Glen, Esqrs., .

- Peter Schuyler, -~ Commissianers.
Abraham ates, Mat: Visscher,
Robert Yates, : "Genl. Gansevecort,
Abrahiam Ten Broeck, Joha Livingston, Esqrs.,
P. W. Yatcs, Associates.

Col® Munro, Mr. Vaughan,

Cal® Wemple, Mr. Van Eps,

Col® Van Dyck, Mer. Kirkland,

Mr. Morzris, Mzr. Peter Ryckman, Interpreicr.

The Commissioners informed the four Nations by their
Deputies, to wit, .

Mohawks—David Hill, Karongyote; Cap. Jos: Brant,
Thayendancgea.

Onondagos—Kashightoghare ; Hatheghserarun.

Cayugas—Qghniogueeuton ; Karonghyagetea.

Senecas—Kayentwaghgegh or Capt. Abeel; Kaweaweatiner.

Ogbwagas or Oneidas—Atoghseronge ; Kanaweadon.

T ysearora— ] ayhahipen. :

War Chiefs and several other Indians accompanying then:;
.::; the Sachems and Warriors of the Onetdas & Tuscaroras
were to be present and were sent for & they soon appearing
and being seated, Captain Abeel, a Seneca Chicf, spoke 25
follows: , R

Brothers! You will acquaint Us when You are ready,
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178g, between us and our Brothers the Cayugas, and Cove-
nants were made between us and them. They gave us their
Lands, except what they choose to keep for their own use,
and we gave them Money, Clothing and Provisions, and we
agreed to pay to them annually a Sum of Money forever.
You doubtless have heard of these Covenants.

Brothers:

These Covenants were intended as much for the Advan-
tage of the Onondagoes and Cayugas, as for the Advantage
of the State of New York, and our Brothers the Onondagoes
and Cayugas, who were present at these Council Fires, de-
clared that they fully understood these Covenants.

Brothers:

From some Messages which we have received from some
of you it would seem that you are not perfectly satisfied that
your People have made these Covenants with their Brothers
the People of the State of New York,

Brothers:

It has aiways been the Custom between your Ancestors
and ours, whenever there was any Uneasiness between them,
to meet together at a Council Fire, and smoke their Pipes
together, and to open their Minds to each other, and so they
always were in Peace and Friendship.

Brothers:

This was a2 good Custom and we hope it will be forever
observed, and therefore we wish to meet a convenient Num-
ber of vou, and who may be authorised to represent and
transact Business for the whole of you, at the Council Fire
which we propose to kindle at Fort Schuyler on the first Day
of June next. We will then fully relate to you all that passed
between us and our Brothers of the Onondagoes at Fort
Schuylar in the Year 1788, and our Brothers the Cayugas at
Albany in the Year 1789, & we will show to you the Covenants
we made with them, as they were put down in Writing, and
we will do what you can reasonably expect from us, so that
you may afterwards possess your Minds in Peace.

Brothers:
We shall come to Fort Schuyler prepared to stay there

Commissioners of Indian Affairs. 371

only about 2 Week, as the other public Business of the State
will not permit us to be absent longer, and we must there-
fore request you to be there at the time appointed.
Brothers : -
We pray the Great Spirit to preserve both you and us
in Health and Peace until we meet.

Sir
1 wrote to you on the 19th September last, and to that
Letter I now particularly refer you. :

The Legislature of the State have since continued the Coni-
missioners in Office and they will be at Fort Stanwix on th=
1st of June next, at which time and place it will be agreeable
to them to meet you & such other of the Mohawk Nation
as you may think proper should accompany you.

By the same Conveyance by which you will receive this
Letter, the Commissioners have sent an Invitation to such
of the Onondagoes and Cayugas as were not present at the
late Treaties held with these Nations, to meet them at Fort
Stanwix at the same time; but have mentioned to them that
the Commissioners will come prepared to stay about onc
Week only, as the other public Business of the State will not
permit a longer Absénce, and 1 have thought proper to give
you this Intimation in order that you may be there as punc-
tual as possible.

Geo: CrinToN.

New York, April 8th, 1790.

The following Letter from His Excellency the Governor
was agreed to.

Sir:

With this you will receive a Message from the Com-
missioners for holding Treaties with the Indians to such of
the Chiefs, Sachems and Warriors of the Onondagoes and
Cayugas who were not present at the late Treaties held with
those Nations, and you will as speedily as possible repair to
the western Part of the State and communicate this Message
to the Persons for whom it is intended. The mode of Com-
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