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148 Proceedings of the |
' | B Buffaloe Creek, .14th May, 1788, -
Sir: We have had the Pleasure of secing your Proclama-
tion i which we are happy to find your Exqel.lency@nd your
State has considered the Lease which Mr. megst_on,and his
Friends has taken from sdbme of our young Mean, contrary to

the Resolutions and Speech from the whole of the Sachems -
and Chiefs of the Six Nations; the Purport of which was

to cover up the Fire they had kindled at Canadasage® until
the Spring, when we. promised to attend. They told us
they were sent by the Coibgress, otherwise we should not

have taken the least Notice of their Méssage,r as we had .
“already promised Congress not. to attend any Council but

what should be called by their Authority. We must theres
fore beg of you to prevent any of yout People from settling

on our Lands, as we look upon the Leéase not to be in the

least binding, since not one Sachem or principal Woman had
given their Consent, nor will we receive their Money but
keep our Lands.” We are all preparing to go to the Council

at Tuscaroras, and have desired Mr. Livingston to meet us -

there, where we hope to scttle all our Affairs according to

Promise, and shall be ready to hear what he has to say. We

shall then expect every Assistance from the Deputies ﬁf—’m
C(ingréss to assist us in our Grievances at thidt I\’Ieetxz;g.

And we are much obliged to your Excellency for your obliging

Speech & Attention to our Interest, and are with the greatest

" Respeet your Excellency’s most hwmble Servants. - "
- Signed by a Number of Chiefs from the Six Nations. -

iCanadesaga was at the Foot of Scneca
Lake, adjacent to the present Village of
Geneva, Ontaito Co,, N. Y. An an-

cient Fortification known ds Fore Hill, -

is located on Lot §8, and was covered
with. heavy Forest Trees when first
knowa to t%lc Whites. ~ Another beanti-
ful Ground called the Old Casile, abiout
onc and a half Miles Northwest of
Geneva, is covered by an Indian Or-
chard, and the Ground has never bcf:n
plowed. ‘This was sacred to the Burial
of their Dead, and the Indians stiputated
in the Treaty that the ‘White Miin’s

Plow should. never pass over the Boncs

‘of their Fathers. For muny Years after . -
the Purchase, the Indians came ‘hither

annually. ar Plowing Time, and watched

the old Orchard, to sce that the Stipula-

tion was not broken: In.one Corner
of the Ground is 2 Trench and Series
of Holes, the Remains of- an ancient
Stockade which has long since disap-
pearcd. ‘This was onc of the most
favorite of the Indian Residences, and
numerois Relies of Abariginal. Occupa-
tion hyve becn found n the Vicinity.
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Thereupoii Resolved, that it is proper to postpone the
Time of holding the Treaty, and that a Message be sent to
the Six Nations of Indians for that Purpose, the Draft of
which Message being prepared, was read and agreed to by .
_the Board, and is in the Words following: f

Sackems and Warriors of the Six Nations!

_ Brothers! We lately sent’ you a Message requesting you
to meet us at & T'reaty to be held at [Fort Schuyler on the

- tenth Day of  July next, and we have lately been informed
y Y s 3

that'probably. some of your People will be abroad, so that

 they will not be able to atténd at that Time. '

Brothers | The Business of the Treaty is of the greatest
Importance both to you and to us, and concerns all your
Men and. all. your Women and all your Children, and we
could wish that all your People should be there, and we have
therefore postponed the Time for holding the Treaty until
the first Day of September next. '

. Brothers! We hope that all your People will come to the
Treaty at Fort Schuyler, and be present when we brighten
the Chain afid renew the Covenant between you and ns.

_ Brothers | We request you to send us an Answer to this

Message as soon as’ you can, so that we may know what to

depend on. I am your Friend aid Brother, o
- ' Geo: CrLiNToN.”

- Poughkeepsie, j_une 16th, 1788, -

Resolved also, that a Letter be written to Mr. Tayler in
Answer to his Letter of the §th instant, covering the Mes-
sage to the Six Nutions, the Draft of which Letter being pre-
pared was read and agreed to by the Board, and is in the’
Words following : : '

Sir: I have received your Letter of the 8¢k inst. with its

*Inclosures, which I have communicated to the other Com-

mussioners, and wi colncide with you in Opinion that it will
be most advisable to postpone the Time for holding the

~Treaty with the Indians, and we have thierefore sent you an

- additional Message to them for that Purpose, and which you

FERAEEEALY I | SR
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1bo Praceeding.& of the -

Tﬁe Governor alse laid before fh,e RBoard:a Letter from

) Brandt, dated at Buffaloe Creek, the gth of July inst,, =

osep! aloe ¢ . uly
sz.n'd E(-:turnii]g the Belt of Invitation to the _Comm@smners,
which Letter is in the Words followlsg: .

. Buftaloe Creck, July gth, 1788.
Since we wrote you about two Months
Lease which Mr. Livingston had obtained.
ave held a great Couttei Wit_h‘c_m_.r Brotl}ers
| the Chiefs and prinmpal W arriots

Dollars, but then we fourid but gjvc
was cxecnted at Buffale Creek, July 8, thousagd_;o _I‘i_"ccc'::ivc;vé ‘g:gcl": h‘;{r?nd i 15(;
' iver - cred the Fraud, a Mi

1488, between - Odiver Phelps and Na cov : . |
(thiél Gorhai, Purchasers under Mas- apply to Congrcs_;,_ to. Sf:cflf thehl\éll:xt:sz
sachusetts. and the Six Nations, for could not be rccnﬁcd.ﬁor,‘\y n e
% z;o,v;ithout any Rescivations.” The took the Moncy and s ;re; l;t.t aboru};_
Tr)act embraced all the Lands between on% h;:lre k.nqws, tPa_\t WH: ; }ila[ élommy'
; i g ] ak - apiecc for a .

the State of Pennsyhlvania and Lake On- a Dollar .
t::':iu bounded East by the Preempuion Mr. Street | You very well know,Pd_nt
]'_I,inc!and West by a Line deseribed as alt our Lands con&e to ¥‘as{_)but tlllc Gnce

’ - of afew Hogsheads ot Tobacco t. Gen-

<. From the Line of Pennsyl-- ofa - bacco ! |
froi]::?:lv North on a Metidian to the tlemen who stand by [Jooking around

Conflucuce of the Shamahasgwaikorecht
(Canascraga) Creck and Genesce River,
thence down the Genesce to a Point two .,
Miles North of Shanawageras (Cana-
wagus) Village, thence West twelve
Miles, tiicnce Northwrfrd on a Line
. that shall pass twelve Miles West of the
Genesee at its most Westerly Point to

the Lake, - i
There was subsequently much Com-

Brother attend !
ago respecting the
of our Lands, weli
frém Boston,! at which al

1 The Deed of Cession referred to

People who, were present], do not think
hard of what has been said. At the
Time of the Treaty, twenly Broaches
would not buy half a Loaf of Bread, so

not a bright Spot of Silver about us.
Tlie Jast Spring again, General Chapin
_ gtretched ont his Hand' to us to open’a
litte Fire at Big Tree Flats; and 't]\%n
plajnt as to the Terms of this Agree- I hada ittle T'alk with him ; and ﬁn.-—
l:mznt the Indians insisting that ap 1ng we had but a SB}ng_ apiece to ;c;s
Anm;itv of $500 was due them, and ceive, we deslrcTslh_hi{n tltl)_ .shqthuB 1r0
the (¢ : y d again.. is is all we -have
¢ Payment was to have been Han din, . s all we -

;1;1:; élrl&o'. 1)11 a Speech by Red-Jacket, say at thiis I'Lme. Mr. Street ‘k}?ows
'éc-l"x" srad before Timothy Pickering. at: how hard it was for us td palr]t wit 0t:£
Tiowt Point two Years after, the Scieea  Land. And this we wid, ,,_.ecl:'llpsc m_.e
Orator alter recounting the Incidents ot 1wmh bth:: Pr«_:sjdg::’t rt?I-‘ }I:m}‘:cﬁd?: ‘;\m
) stiation, whi X 4 have been treated,” - "The  Reader will

the Negotiaiion, which was protracte re - Reader
thmug]igthc Nix,;ht and fill Suntisc the find volominous Papess relating to these
next Worning, said : = And !-ast Sgﬂrr_g- D i x| : .
mer x Year ago, we came to Canandai~ Iyaian dygavd, 1. s :
it cxpectingb lo reccive ten thonsand The Rev. Mr. Kirkland for his Scrv

and addressing himsclf to the White - -

that when we retarned Home there was .

Cosnplaints in Awrerivan Stare Papeis,.

- Commissioners of Indian Affairs. 1061

of the Six Nationi attended.

_ices at this Treaty, rcéeived zooo Acres

of Land in the seventh Township, sev-
enth Range. o

~ In December, 1790, a large Deputa-
tion of Senccas attended upon President
Washington: at Philadelphiz, to state

their Grievances concerning this Treaty,

The following Speeches, interésting from
their Points of brilliant Elequence, and

" as Mirrors of the Fecling professed by

the Parties, will farthe: illusteate this
Subject,

The Specchs of the Corn Planter, Half

Lrwon, and Great Treo, Chiefi and

Couneillors of the Seneca Nation to

- the Great Council of the Thirteen

Fires:
Father. "The Vice of the Suncea
Nation speaks to you, the great Coun-

- ciller, in whose Heart the wise Men of

all the thirteen Fires have placed their
Wisdom. - Itmay he very small in your
Ears and we thereforé entreat you to
hearken with Attention j for we are aboit
to speak of Things which are to us very
great.  When your Army entered the
Country of the Six Nations we called

~ you the T'owit Destroyer; and to this
- Day when that Name is heard onr Wo-

men look behind them and turn Palc,

“aiid onr Children cling closé to the

Neécks of their Motheérs, Qur Coun-
cillors and Warriors are Men, and can
it be afraid; but their Hearts are
grieved with the Fears of our Women
and Children, and desire it may be
buried so deep as to be Leard no morve.

When you gave us Prace, we called

* yoir Facher, becawse. you promised to

secure ats i the Possession of our Lands.
Do this, and se Jong as-the Lands shafl

-remain that beloved: Naive will live in

the Ieart of évery Senced. )
Father. We mean‘to openn our Hearts

At this great Mecting we have
“sold Part of our Country to our Brothers from Massachusctts

before you, and we carnestly desire tha
you will Jet us clearly understand what
you resolve to'do.  When our Chicfi

returned from the Treaty of Fort Stans

wix ard faid before our Councit what
had been done there, our Nation was
surprised -to hear how great a Country
you had compelled them te give up to

you, without your paying us anything -

forit.  Every onesaid dhat your [Heares
were yet swelldd with Resentinent against

us for what bad happened during the

Way, but that one Day. you would re-
copsider it with more Kindness, We
asked cach other, what have we doue to
desérve such severe Chastisement? '
Father. When you kindled vour this-
-teen Fires separately, the wise Men that
assembled at them told us that you were
all Brothers, the Children of onc great
Father, who regarded alse the Red
People as his Children. They called:
us Brothers, and inviced us to his Pro-
tection: they told ns that he' resided

beyoud the Great Water, where the Sun

first rises; that he was a King whose

Power no People coald resist, and that

his Goodness was as bright as that Sun.
What they said went to our Heartss
wee accepred the Invitation, and promised
to obey him. What the Seneca Nation -
promise -they faithfully perform; and
when you refused Obedience to that
King, he comumanded us to amjst hiy
beloved -Men in making you Sober,  In
obeying him we did no morc than your- -
sclves hael Jed us to promise. ~ T*he men

_who caimed this Promise told us that

you were Children and had no Guns ;
that wlicn they. had shaken you, you
would subimits We hearkened to them
and were deceived, until your Aﬂn)f
approacked our Towns,  We were de-
ccived 5 hat your Peaple in teaching us
to confide in that King had heined to
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in the Presence of our Brother Coll. Butler, and have also

fully settled m}ul- adjusted aﬂ

" deceive, and we now appeal to your
Heare—Ts the Blime all ours # )
Father. -When we saw that we were
- deceived and heard the Invitation which
you gave a3 (o cdraw near to the Fite
which you kindled, and taik with you
concerning Peace, we made lagte towards
it You then told us that we were in
your Hund, and that by closing it you
conld ciush vs to nothing, and you de-
mancled of s a great Comntry =8 the
Biice of that Peace which “you had
offered us, as if our Want of Strength
lagd destroyed oar Rights. Our Chiefs
had felt your Power and were unable to
contend apainst you, and they therefore
gave up that Country, What they
agieed to has bound our Nation ;. but
your Anger against us must by this Time.
be cooled, and although our Strength
has not increased nor your Power -be-
come less, we ask you to consider calmly.
Were the Terms diclated to us by your
Commissioncrs reasonable and just?
Father, Yow Commissioncrs, when
they drew the Line which separated the
Land then given up to you from that
“which you agreed should remain to be
ours, did most solemnly promisc thiat
we-should be secured in the peaceable
Possession of the Lands which we inhab-
ited Enstand North'of that Line.  Docs
this Promise bind you? S
- Hear now, we bescech you, what has
since happened c_oncci-ning _that Land.
On the Day in which we finished the
Treaty at Fort Stanwix, Conunissioncrs
of Penosylvania told oor Chicls that
théy had 'come there 1o purchase from
us all the Lands belonging to us, within
“the Lamits of thetr State; and they 1okl
i their Line would strike the River
Susquchannah below the Tioga Branch
They then Jeft ws to consider of the
Bargain till the next Day; on the next

our other Land Affairs, ahd

Day we let them know we were wnwill: |,

ing to sell all the Lands within their
State, and proposed to let themr havg a
Part ofit, wlvich we pointed oot to them
on their Map. They told us that they
must haxe the whole ; thatit was already
teded i by the great King at the
Time of making Peace! with you, and
was their oony but they seid that they
would not take Advantage of that, and
were willing to pay us for it after the

Manner of their Ancestors, Pur Chiefs.

~were unable ta contend at that Time,
and thereforé they sold the Lands op to
the Linc which was then shown them
as the Line of that State,  "What the
Comumissioners had said about the Land
having been ceded to them at the Peace
our Chicfs considered as intended only
to lessen the Price, and they passed 1t
by with very little- Notice; but since
that Time we have heard:so miich from
others about the Right to our Lands
which the-King gave when you made
Peace with him that it is our carnest
Desire that you tell ts what it ineans.

Father. Our-Nation empoivercd John
Livingston to let Part of our Lands, on

Rent to be paid to us, . He told us that -

he was sent by Congress to do this for
us, and-we fear he lias deceived us in
the Writing he obtained from ns. - For
since the Time of our giving that Power
a Man by the Numc of Phelps has come

among us and clained our whole Coun- .
try Northward of the Line of Yennsyl-

vania, under Purchase from that Living-
gton; - to. whom he said he had paid
$20,000 for it. He said. also that he
had ‘bought likewise from the Couaneil
of the Thirteen Fires, and paid them
$zo,000 for the samae,. -~ -
And he sgid also- that it did not bes
long 1o us, for that the. great King had
ceded the wholé of it when you made

REPRARRRIEE LA NN T I . B2 { I
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ifter a tedious Attention to

the Business of the last Fall,

transacted between Mr, Livingston and some.of our Nations

3 N W o
Peace with him. Thus he chinicd the

whole. Country North of Pennsylvania

and West of the Luamds helonging to thi
Cayunus.  He demanded ie; he tnsisted
on his demand, and declared that he
would have it w#, It was impessibte
tor us to grant kim this, and we innses
~diately refused in 7 After some Days hie

proposed to rur a Line at a small Dis-

“tanice Eastward of our Westein' Bound-

wry, which .we i1lso refused to agree to) -

"He then thicatened us with immediae
War ifwe did not comply,

* Upon this Threat otr Chiefs hetd 2
- Couancil, and they agiced that no Event
of War could be worse than to be deiven
with their Wives and Children froin the
only Country which they had a Right
to, and, therefore, weak as ovr Nation
was, they determined to ke the Chanee
of War, rather than'to submit to such
unjist Demands, which seemed to have
no Bounds.  Sticet, the great Trader o
Niagara, was then with us, having come
at the Request of Phelps, and as he
always professed to be our good Friend,

-we consulted him upon the Subjecr,

He also told vs that oar Lands had been
ceded by the King, and - that we meust
give them up. o :
Astonished gt wlat we heard fromi
every Quarter, with Hearts aching with
Compission for aur Waomen and Child-

- ren, we weie thes compelled w pgive up

-

- Year forever.,

all onr Country Nosth of Penrsyivania
and Fast of Geacsee River up'to the
Fork, and Eaét nf a Line diawn from
tha; Fork 1o the Pennsylvania Line,. .
For this Land Fhelps agreed to iy
ws $10,000 in Hand, aud $1,000 a
 Hepaid us $2,000 in Hand, Pait of
the 10,000, and: he sent s to come

Just Spring to receive our Money; bt

iusteud of paying us the Remdinider of

the $10,000 and the 81,000 duc fiw
the first Year, he nifered 'us noe more
than fgoo0, and insisted that he agrend
with us for that Sum to be paid yervly.
We dehated with hiw fos” six- Days,
during all whichk Time he persisted in 1o
fusivg to pay us our just Demand, and fe
insisted that we should reccive the &500;
and Steeet from Nidgara alsa insisted on
-our receiving the Money as it was offerad
wus.  The last Reason he assigned for
continuing to refuse pAying us, wes,
that the King bad ceded the Lawds to foe
Lhirteen Fives and that he had bovghe
them from you and prid your for thers,
Wecould bear this Confusion na longe’,
and detcamined to piess Uvough every
Difhculty and Jift up our Voice that yru
might hear us, and o claim that Secnricg
in the Possession of our Lands which
your _Com.m,i.\;-f‘ 5 50 mlmnh]y Lres
mised ws Awd we now owreat voy ra
enguire into owir Complainis and redwe: s
“our Wrongs. '

Father, Qur Writings were lodge d
in the Hands of Street of Niagara, as we
supposed him to be cor Fricnd; bot
when we saw Phelps consnlting wira
Sweeet o every Qceasion, we doubrei
of his Honesty towards us; and we Baves
since heard that -he was to receive fo s
his Endeavors to deceive 1w, a Piece of
Land ten Miles in width West af - 1he
Geoesee River and nearly torty files
in length, extending to Lake Cmupio
andl the Lines. of Tract hawe biecr:
m aecordingly, withough' no Partof . -

- s within the Bownds which limit his.
Purchase. No doubt ke meant to de-

ceive s . e
Father,” You have saic we are in youwr-
Hand and that by losing it you wouk!
crash ug to. nothihg. © Are you deter
mdned o erish U2 1P so tel] s so) thie:
those of our Nation who have becom:
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at Canadasago, we have all concluded to permit those People

" to settle in our Country, and ds it is agreeable to us we hope .

your Childven and have determined to
die sa may know what to do, =

It this Case, one Chiet has sad, he
would ask you to put him out of Pain.
Another, who will not think of dying

- by.the Hand of his Father or of his

Brother, has satd he will cetire to the
Chatcavgay, cat of the fatal Root and
sleep with his Fathers, in Peace.

Befose you determine on a Measure
50 unjust, luck up to God who made #s
as well as yow.  We hope he will not
‘permit you to destroy the whole of our
Nation. - ' .

Father, Hear our Case: Many Na-
tions inhabited this Country, but they
had ne Wisdom, and, therefore,. they
warred together.  T'he Six Nations were
powerful, and compelled them to Peace 3
the Lands, for a great Extent, were
‘given up to them ; byt the. Nations which
were not destvoyed, all continued on
those Lands, and claimed the Protection
of the Six Nations as the Brathers of
their Fathers. They were Men, and
‘when at Peace had a Right to live upon
the Lirth. ‘The French came among
us and built Niagara ; they hecaine our
Fathers and took Care of us. ™ Sir Wn,

* Johnson came and took that Fort from
the French; he became our Father, and

promised to take Care of us, and did 30

until you were too strong _for his King,
To him we gave four Miles arotnd
Niagara as a Place of Trade.  We have
already said how we came to’ join against
you; we saw that wc were wrong; we
wished for Peace; you demanded a great
‘Country to be given up to youj it was
surrendered to youas the Price of Peace,
and we ought to have Peace and Pos-
session of the little Land which you then
Jeft us.
Fathér, When that great Country was
given up, there were but few Chiefs

present, and they were compelled to give

it up, and it is ot the Six Nations only
that - réproach those Chicls thar lave

given up that Country. The Chippewas
“and all those Nations who live oir those -

Lands Westward, call to us and ask us,
Brothers of ow Fathcrs, where is the
Place you have reserved for us.to lic

-down upont -

"Father. - You have cempelled us fo
do that which has miade uvs ashained.
We have nothing to aiswer to the
Children of the Brothers of dur Fathets,
When Iast Spring they called upon us

"o go to War to secure them a Bed to

lic upon, the Senceas entreated them to
be Quiet dll we had spoken to you.
Put on our Way down we heard that
your Aty had pone towards the Coun-
try which those Nations inhabit, and if
they meet together the best Blood on
both Sides will stain the Ground. © . -

Father. ‘We will net conceal from
you -that the Great God and not Men
has preserved the Corn Planter from the
Hands of his own Nation, For they
ask continually, Where Is the Land
which oar Children and their Children
after them dré to lie down'upon? You
told us, say they, that the Line drawn
fiom Pennsylvania to Lake Ontario
wonld mark it forever on the East, and
the Line ronning from Beaver Creek to
Ponnsylvania would miark it on the West,
and we sce that it is not so, for first one

“and then another come and take it away

by Order of that People which you tell us
promised to secure it o us.” He is silent,
for he has nothing to dnswer. )
‘When the Sun goes down, he opens
“his Heart before God, and earlier than
that- Sun appeats again upon the Hills,
he gives Thanks for his Protcction during
the Night; for he feels, that among
Men,. beeome desperate by dieir Tan-
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their Settlement: oh our Lands will meet with your Encour-

agem_ent and A.pprobation.,

This we have done to bring

about a general Union among all the Ifive Nations.

ger, it is God only that can preserve
Rim,  He loves Peace, and all he had

" - in Store he has given to those who have
* been robbed by your People, least they

should plinder the Jnnocent to repay

~themsclves. The wholé Season which

others have employed in providing for

their Families, he has spent in his endea-..

vors to preserve Peacs, and at this Mo-

ment his, Wife and Children-are lying on

the Ground and in Want of Food ; his
Heart is in Pain for then, but he per-
ceives that the Grear God will try his
Firmness in' doing what is right. :
Father, The Game which the Great
Spirit sent into our Cowntry for us to
cat is going from amongus, - We thought

_that he intended that we should 6l the
- Ground with the Plav, as the White

People do, and we talked to one anather
about it. But beforz we speak to you
concerning this,” we must know from
you whether you mean to leave us and
our Children any Land to till. -Speak
plainty to us concerning this great Busi-
ness, R ) o
All the Lands we have been speak-
ing of belong to the Six Nations. No

“Part of it ever belonged to the King of
- England, and he ¢éould not give it to

you. ‘The Land iwe 'ive on our Fathers
réccived from Ged, and they transmitted
it to us for our Childien, and we caimot
part with it.’ o -
Father. We told you we would apén
our Hearts to yon, Hear us once more,
At Fort Stanwix we agreed to.dcliver

' up those of our People who shoufd do

you any Wrong, thit you might try
them and punish tlem according to your
Law.. We delivered wp two Men nc-
cordingly, but instrad of lying than
aceonding to your Law, the lowest of

your People E(mk_ﬂn_‘m from your M

- gistrate and put thens immedierely to.

Death. It is Just to_ punish Murdet
with Death, but the Senccas will not
deliver up theit People. to Men whe
disregard  the Treatics -of theit own
Mation. o L

Father, Innocent Men of our Nation
arc killed one afiwr anothee, and of our
best Tamilies ; but none of your People:
who have committed the Murder have
been punished. ] o

We gecollect ehat you did not pro-
mise to punish those who killed our
“Penple, and we now ask: Wasit intend-
ed that your People shouid lill the Senc-
“cas, and not only remain unpunished by
you but be protecied ayainst the Revenge
of the next of Kin?

Father, These are to us very great
Things. We know that yon arg very
Strong, and we have heard that you are
Wise, and we wait to hear your Answer
to what we have said, that we aiay know
that you are Just. :
' Conn PLANTER,
Hawr Town, -

- Grear Tirg,
Signed at Philadclphia, Dec. f’
I, 1790, in Presence of |
JoserH Nricnowson, Faterpreter,
Ty. MarrLack, ’

The Reply of the President of the United
Stater to the Speech of Coru Planter,
Hualf Town and Great Trer, Chieft
and Conncidlors of the Seneca Nation
of Indiens, - Co
I, the President of the United States,

by my own Mouth, and by a written

Speech signed by my own Hand and

sealeel with the Seal of the United States,

speak to the Sencca Nation and destre

AR RGBT M 1 1 Y
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_tendance on the Treaty now held oo the Ohio River, for R
which Place we are now setting out. Brother, this js all we !
have to say. o : -

166, Proceedings of the -~ . |
© Brother: You sent us an Invitation T3 meet you at Fort

" Schuyler, which Belt we return. - We art unable to meet you,
at the Place you propose this Year as Business of the utmost -
Importance to the Indian Nations calls our immediate At-

their Artention, and that they would
keep this Speech in Rentembrance of
the Friendship of the United States.
. I have rcecived your- Speech with
Sutisfacting,.as & Proof of your Confid-
ence in the Justice of the United States,
and 1 have attentively examined the
several Objects you have laid before
mc, . whether delivered by your own
Chiefs 2t Tioga Polit in the last Month
to Colonel Pickering, or laid before mein
the preseiit Month by the Corn Planter
and other Seneca Chicfs now in this Ciry.”
In the frst Place I observe to you,
and request Tt may sink deep into your
Minds, that it is my Desire and the
Desire: of the United States, that al] the
“Miseries of the late War should be for-
gotten ant buried - forcver,  That, i
future, the United States and the Six
Nations should be mily Brothers, pro-
moting cach other’s Prospeiity by Acts
of mutual Friendship and Justice.

T am not uninformed thar the Six
Naticns have been led into some Diffi-
“culties with respett to the Sale of their

Lands since the Peace.  DBut I anust in- -

form you that these Evils-arose before
the present Gavernment of the United
States was cstablished, and when the
separate States and  Individuals under
their Aathority, undertook to treat with
the Indian Fribes respecting the Sale of
their Lands.  But the Case is now cn-
tirely aliered. The General Govern-
ment only has the Power to treat with
the Indian Natons, and -any Treaty
formed and held without its Authority
. will not be binding. : :
~ Herc, then, is the Sccurity for the
Remamnder.of your Lands.. No State,
nar Person, can purchase your Lands,
unless at a general Treaty, held wnder

the Autlionity of the United States,  The
General Government will niever consent
to your béing defrauded, but it will pro-~

tect you in all your just Rights. -~
d 'wcﬂ

¢ Hear well, and let it' be hear

by every Persont in your Nation, that

the President of the Uniied States de-

clafes that the General Government

considers itsc)f bound to protect you in,
all the Lands sccured to you by the

Treaty of Fort Stanwix, the 2zd of
October, 1784, excepting such Parts as

you may since fairly-have sold to Per~

sons properly awhorized: to purchase of
you. You complain that ]ohn_Liv.ingF—_{
ston and Oliver Phelps, assisted by M
Street of Niagara, have obtained your
T.ands, aid that they kave not complied

- with their Agreeinent. - It appears upon

Inquiry of the Governor of New York
that John Livingston was not legally
authorized to treat with you, and that
everything-that he did with you has been
declared Null and Void, so that you
may rest Easy on that Account.  But it

" docs not appear from any Proofs yetin
possessiun of * Government that Oliver
Phelps.has defrauded you. - If however

“you have any Cause of Complaint against
him, and can make satisfactory Proef
thereof, the Federal Courts will be open
to you for Redress as to all other Per-
sonis, But your grear Object scems to
be the Seeurity of your renmining Lands;
that, therefore, the, Sale-of your Lands
‘in futare will depend entirely upon your-
selves.  But that when you may find it
yout Intercst to sell any Part of your

* Lands; the Usiited States'must be pregent
" by thetr Agent and will be your Seeurity

that you shall pot be defrauded in the
“Barjmin you njay make..

It will however be hﬁpoﬂgn‘t ‘that _

* . yOu may sifice have

o _ in
His Excellency. '
. Governor CrLINTON.

P.’S, We shall appoint an Ag@nt Ii}f the next [Fa

Behalf of the Five Nations.

I and gi.ve:

him Powei to see our annual Rents paid Jjustly, and hope

you will establish him in that

before you make apy further Sales of
your Lands you shouid determine among
yourselves who are the Persons among
you who shall give sach Conveyances

-_-thcreof as shall be bhinding upen your
Nation, and forever prevent all Disputes

relative ta the Validity of the Sale. -
‘That besides the before rientioned
Sccurity for your Land, you will per-
ceive by tie Law of Congressdor regi-
lating Trade and’ Intercourse with the
Indian. Tribes, the fatherly Care the
United States intend to tike of the Tni-
ciaps. . For 'the particular Meaning of
this Law, 1 refer you to the Explanations
given thereof by Col. Timothy Picker-
g at Tioga, which with the Law are

herewith delivéred o you, .
You. have said in your Speech thar
the Game is going away from ameng
you, and that you:thought it the Desizn
of the Great Spirit that you shoukd i)}
the Ground, -but befisre ‘you speak on
that-Subject you swant to know whether
the Upior mieani o leave yoti any Langd
ta il You: now-know that ‘all “the
Lands sécured to you by the, Treaty of
Fort Sranwix, excefpﬁ ng such. Purts.-as
airly sold, are yours,

A T

Office.

and thar only your own Acts can convey
them away,  Speak, therclire, your
Wishes on the” Subjece of tilling. the
Growml.  Thé United States will be
happy in affording you Assistance in the
only Business which will add to your
Nambers and Happiness,  The Mur
ders that have been commitied upoi
some of your People by the bad White
Men I sincerely lament and reprobate,
“and T earnestly hope chit the vl Mur-
derers will be secwred and punished s
they deserve.  This Busincss has been
sufficiently explained w you here, by
the Governor of Pennsylvania, and by
Colonel Pickering on ™ Behall of the.
United ' States at Tinga. The Senceas
may be assured that the Rewards offered
'!br_:kppa‘r,:-?lcnding the Murderers will e
continted watil they ae secured for eriad,
and that when they shali be apprelicnded
they will be tried wad puni_:;hed, as iF
they had killed White Mon,

 Haviog answered the most matevial
Parts of your-Speech, Fshall hiforin ¥ou
tifat somc bad Ipdians and the Outoasts
of s¢versl "I'ribes who rewide at the
Miami - Village, have Jong tontinued
their Murders and Depredations _along.
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‘f o bis Excellency the Governor of the State of New York, Jea.

Brothers: .
We have been informed of the Purchases you made of

some of our young Men, both of the Onondaga and Kayuga
- Country, and we have considered long and seriously on the
Consequences that may arise from suffering Individuals
(without Authority} to dispose of Property that was given
by the Great Spirit to our Forefathers and handed down by
them to their Children the Five Nations in general. We
have not been hard with the white People who has made an
open and fair Application for Lands at our Council Fire;
but we have accommodated them, and we hold the Sales sa-
cred, because it was done in full Ceuncil and at a proper
Place; but what is partially purchased from Individuals, at
improper Places, we are bound by the ancient Customs of

our Forefathers to disaEErove of. .

-Brothers:
We did not expect that you, after advising us to shun

private Treaties with Individuals and avoid selling our Lands
to yourdisobediant Children, that you would yourself purchase
Lands from a few of our wrong headed young Men, without
the Consent or even the Knowledge of the Chiefs; therefore we
have at present only to communicate cur Disapprobation of
those Sales, and request that you will not make any further
Settlements or Surveys on the Lands till the Money is paid
us agreeable to the Sales we made at Buffaloe Creek last
Summer. It is not that we have any Objections to you
having the Lands; it is equal to us who has it, as we have
sold it 1n public Council at our Council Fire like Men and
dao not mean to deviate from it like Children; but we expect
to be paid the Money we then agreed for with Dr. Benton,
and to have the Distribution of it ourselves, and not thata few
Individuals shall run away with the whole, to the Prejudice
of all the Five Nations & to the Disgrace of your Brothers.
Buffaloe Creek, 2nd June, 1789, -
SHARONGYOWANON,
KakoNDENaYEN, in Behalf of the
Onondaga Nation.

330 SR Proceédings af the
' Niagara, 18th June, 178g. -

Sir: Having before wrote to some of your principal People,’
on the Subject of our Lands at Canajoharie, which we have
never as yet had any Answers to, probably owing to their not
having received them ; having a safe Opportunity beg leave
to mention to your Excellency that we are informed a Mr.
Clock,! who we found troublesome before the Commence-
ment of the late ynhappy War, is again striving to take Ad-
vantage of us, in order to deprive us of our Right in that
Part of the Country, which when at the last Treaty at Fort
Stanwix in 1784, you was with a Number more of your prin-
cipal People kind enough to assure us, as our Lands were
not confiscated at the Close of the War, we should not be
deprived of our just Right; we therefore look up to your
Excellency for Justice, and which from your Character we
have no doubt but we will obtain. The Reason of our not
exerting ourselves relative to this Matter before now; was
owing to our being employed in Business in the different Parts
of this Country, being obliged to attend at the different
Treaties, which has made us neglect paying that Attention
to our private Concerns which we otherwise should have done.

From the great Scarcity of Cattle at present amongst us,
owing to our having lost Numbers this last Winter, we would
wish to dispose of our Canajoharie Lands and would take
part Cattle in payment and give a just Deed of the same.
Your Excellency being at the Head of the State, we have
thought proper to first mention it to you and shall wait your
Answer, which we hope will be soon, that an End may be
put to the Business.

I flatter myself we will give you every Satisfaction in any
Purchase which may be made from us, as what we ourselves
do we shall wish to abide by. I have the Honor to be

Your most obedt, humb. Sert., . Joseru BranT,
in behalf of the Mohawk Nation.
Grorce Crintown, Esq.,

Governor of the State of New York.

! Mr. Krock resided at Canajoharie, concernedinlarge Land Patents in Oneida
and with Henry Remsen and others was  County. :
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 OJAGEGHTE, in Behalf of the
OGHNIOKWENTON, Cayuga Nation.
OGHNENRAYEWAGHS, in Behalf of the

SKENTYOGHKEVADOGH, | Seneca Nation.
Jos: BranT or TEKANAWETER, in Behalf
) of the Mohawks, &c., &c.

Resolved, That Samuel Jones and Ezra L’Hommedieu,
Esqrs., prepare Answers to the said Letters and lay them
before this Board with all convenient Speed.

Ata Meeting of the Commissioners for holding Treaties
with the Indians within this State, at the House of
John Tayler at Albany, on Tuesday the 14th Day of
July, 1789.

Present: His Excellency the Governor,
His Honor the Lieut. Governor,
Abraham Ten Broeck,
Ezra L’'Hommedieu,
Samuel Jones, Esqrs.

Mr. Jones and Mr. L' Hommedieu, to whom were referred
the several Letters from Joseph Brant, and from the said
Joseph Brant and six other Indians at Buffaloe Creek, and
from the Sachems, Chiefs & Warriors of the Oneida, Onon-
daga and Kayuga Nations, reported Answers thereto respect-
ively, which being read and amended were approved, and are

as follows:

" Brothers :
Your Speech delivered at Fort Stanwix in June was

communicated to me by Mr. Tayler, Agent to the Commis-
sioners. It informs me that a Man has settled at the Onon-
daga Fel wares, near the Cross Lake and built a House there.
This Person has no Right to settle on those Lands, and you
will be justified in turning him off, if he will not depart
peaceably. I will give Orders to our Surveyors to direct him
to depart from that Place, and also direct the Surveyor Gen-
eral, in running out the Land, to reserve one Mile Square to
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comprehend the Eel wares on both Sides of the River, for
the use of your Nation and such white People as may stand
in need of Fish. I have given no Permission to any Person
to settle on the Lands reserved for common use at the Salt
Springs, and no Person shall remain there contrary to the
Agreement made between us. Shew'this Letter to Major
Hardenbergh, our Surveyor, and he will direct that Man to
move off when you desire it.
Brother : -

We hear Provision is very scarce among you; we have
therefore sent you some Corn, which will be delivered to you
at Fort Stanwix, to relieve your present Wants and as a Tles-
timony of our Friendship for you.

Your Friend & Brother,
Geo: CrinTon.
To the Onondagas.

Albany, 14th ]uly, 1789.

Brothers:

Mr. Tayler, our Agent, after his Return from Fort
Stanwix, delivered to me the Speech of your Nation with a
Belt, and I was happy to find that your Nation are so well
satisfied with the Treaty made with us at Albany last Winter.
You may be assured that Agreement will be kept inviolate
on our Part, and we make no Doubt but the same will be
faithfully observed by you.

I am sorry to hear from you, that some of our disobedient.
Children intrude on your reserved Lands; listen not to
the Birds that tell Lies and say you have been deceived.
The Mothers, the female Governesses, the Sachems and
Warriors, may fully rely upon the Governor and Chiefs of
New York to fulfil all their Promises. They will take
effectual Measures to prevent any Intrusion on your reserved
Land, and I recommend to you not to suffer any white Man
to settle on your Land,

Brothers : - :

I have sent the Surveyor to mark out your reserved
Lands, so that they may be always known by you and your
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I_Ian]]lton Archives, Hamilton College Library

October 27, 2006

To whom it may concern:
I certify that these are true and correct copies of the documents 112¢, 120a (the “Census

of the Six Nations”), and 140a from the Samuel Kirkland Correspondence, in the
Hamiiton College Library Archives.

Sincerely,

Katherine Collett
keollett@hamilton.edu

Hamiiton College / 198 College Hill Road / Clinton, NY 13323/ 315-859-4471
keollett@hamilton.edu / http://www.hamilton.edu/library/library _collections/archives.html
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Exhibit E

Letter to the President of the United States from the “Sachems, Chiefs, and
Warriors of the Five Nations Assembled in Council” at Buffalo Creek, June 2, 1789
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Lyman Draper Collection, Series U, vol. 23, pp.
164-169

To the President of the United States
Brothers,

We, the Sachems, Chiefs, and Warriors of the Five Nations Assembled in Council
at our Great Council Fire at Buffalo Creek congratulate You upon Your New System of
Government, by which You have one Head to Rule, Who we can look to for redress in all
disputes which have arose or which may arise between Your people and ours.

As You are now at peace with all Your Neighbours, so we wish also to live in
peace with You, and that a friendly intercourse may Subsistence between you and us &
between your Children and outs, and in order to lay a firm foundation for that it is
Necessary first to remove all subjects of Uneasiness out of the way & for that purpose it
is that we request You will listen and attend to out Complaints.

Brothers, _

We feel ourselves injured by the Number of Council Fires which your people
have kindled at Different places to do Business with us, it has always been the Custom
with our Forefathers to have one Great Council fire kept Burning and there to do all
public Business which respected the five Nations in General [.] The King our father had
also one Great Council fire to which we resorted when we had any important Matter to
Communicate. [A]t Buffalo Creek ours has long been Established, & still Continues, and
there we hold and mean to hold all Treaties in which the General Consultation of the Five
Nations is required and what is done there in public council we hold Sacred and shall
always adhere to Strictly.

Brothers,

The Governor of New York addressed us in a speech dated the 18™ of May, 1788,
inviting us to attend at Fort Schuyler, on the 10" Day of July on Business of importance
to our Mutual Happiness at the same time warned us against holding private Treaties with
the Disobedient Children of the States, Contrary to the Good old rule and customs which
had always been observed between Your Forefathers and ours, and advised us not to let
them Settle on the Land which they had obtained a Lease of the fall before, from [some?]
of our Chiefs only.

Prior to the receipt of the Governors letter we received a Letter from Your
Commissioners to attend a Treaty to be held at Tuskarowas where we were then
preparing to go. Soon after our Departure from Home another Message arrived in our
Villages informing that the Treaty was to be held in the fall at Fort Schuyler and



requesting our Chiefs to attend. The Governor was then informed that our Chiefs were
gone to the Southward on Public Business and could not attend till their Return.
Notwithstanding which the Governor contrary to the principles of his advice to us (at the
instigation of a Couple of Traders residing in our Villages) assembled two Sachems one
Chief Warrior, and a few Young men & women & made a partial purchase of the whole
of the Onondaga Country, and again last winter with the assistance of Peter Ryckman, he
called a few individuals together at Albany and made a still more unjust purchase of the
Cayuga Country, without the Consent or even the Knowledge of a Single Sachem, Chief
Warrior, or principle Woman of the Five Nations, but from a Small Number of Boys and
Gitls, headed by an Onondaga (by Extraction) called Steel-Trap, the Grandson of an
Onondaga known by the name of Red head. He was not looked upon as a Chief with us,
but only as a Warrior. This we looked upon as Fraudulent means of possessing our
Country, without paying the Value or any part thereof, for the good of the Nations in
General to whom the Lands belong. Such is our wish that peace and a friendly
intercourse should be established between your people and ours, that to extricate
ourselves from a Similar embarrassment which O’Bale (Cornplanter) had brought us into,
by an unauthorized Strech of power in Leasing the Whole of our Country to John
Livingston, Made a Sacrifice of part of our Country to ease the five Nations from that
Distresed Dilemma (which O’Bale imprudence had brought them into) by which you will
easily perceive how Strong our wish has been to avoid violating the much wished for
friendship between your Children and ours. In June 1788, when we were all prepared to
attend the Call of your Commissioners on Business to the Southward, we received Mr.
Phelps & Doctr Benton at our Council fire at Buffalo Creek and put off our Journey some
weeks in order to have that interesting Matter Settled in full Council, that no Disturbance
should arise afterwards. It was not without much difficulty that we released part of our
Country, by giving up another part of accomod(at]e Mr. Phelps, who had a Legal
Authority from the Governor of Massachusetts to purchase the Lands, and stood ready to
hold them upon the Lease, if we did not Chuse to treat with him ourselves. This Brothers
was the Situation, we were brought into by the Self interest of Individuals on both Sides,
without being previously consulted upon the Matter, still both to infringe on that Chain of
friendship which we rather wished to Strengthen than violate. We then ina public and
full council sold to Mr, Phelps a Large tract of Land on the Genesea River and Confirmed
to Doctr Benton and his Associates all the Five Nations Country lying east of Mr.
Phelp’s purchase. Those are the people the Governor calls Your Disobedient Children.
They are your children, settle the Matter with them as you think proper, but do not let us
be injured to punish them. Notwithstanding they first took to avail themselves of the
Lands, it was afterwards confirmed to them in public Council at Buffalo Creek therefore
we hold it Sacred and if we are paid agreeable to the Bargain then made, we are content
and shall have no Objections to the Country being Settled peaceably, but what has been
sold since to the Governor by our Young men and wrong headed people contrary to our
ancient customs and in direct Contradiction to the Governor’s own Language to us and
not confirmed at our Great Council fire at Buffalo Creek, we can not confirm and we are
convinced you will see the impropriety of his pretensions to settle his people upon such a
Slender Title, and we presume You will approve of our determining to prevent any
Surveys taking Place by Virtue of that purchase. We were not desirous of selling our
Lands, but after being deceived intirely by O’Bale & the intrigues of Your people, Such



was out wish for peace with our Neighbours that we gave a firm Deed to Mr. Phelps, at
the same time which we also hold sacred & he is now in Quiet possession of the Lands,
as the others might have been had the Governor not have interfered in Purchasing the
Same Lands from them who had no right to sell it. The 15™ day of July next is the time
we are to meet Mr. Phelps to receive our payment, and as the Lands are held in General
& not in Distinct property, we should wish to receive our Money from the New York
Company at the same time, that one Division might serve for the Whole, but as
Contentions have arose amongst Your Children which prevents their coming forward to
finish their Business with us, we beg, You will so far interfere as will remove the present
& prevent future Difficulties from arising; that a friendly intercourse may again take
place and continue to the mutual Satisfaction of both your Children and ours, that they
may sit down in peace and enjoy the fruits of their Labour.

We again repeat, that it is not our wish to live in contention with our Neighbours,
nor do we wish to take our Lands back to ourselves, but that we may be paid for them
agreeable to the Conditions of the Sale made at our Council fire at Buffaloe Creek last
Summer, and that (if possible) at the same time we are to receive our payments from Mr.
Phelps, but Should the time be too Short for the full Determination of so Weighty a
Matter, we hope You will be able at this time to acknowledge the receipt of this and we
wish that in order to inform Yourselves fully of the Measure that have been taken, that
You would send Commissioners to enquire into the Circumstances of these our
Complaints, and take Peter Ryckman who is well acquainted with all these proceedings
and who has himself been a principle instrument in Creating all the Mischief that has
been occasioned on both Sides, may also attend with them and when you have the Matter
explained so that you perfectly understand it, We presume that all will be made right &
that we will then be enabled to Convince you of the Sincerity and justice of our intentions
by strictly adhering to all Public Treaties we engage in.

Sign’d

Sharongyowanon} in Behalf of the Onondaga Nation.
Kakondenayen}

Ojageghte} in Behalf of the Cayuga Nation.
Oghniokwenton}

Oghnenrayewaghs} in Behalf of the Seneca Nation.
Skentyoghkevadogh}

Jos: Brant or Tekanaweter, in Behalf of the Mohawks, &c., &c.
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Exhibit F

Six Nations Chiefs at Buffaloe Creek to Governor Clinton, Canadaque, July 30,
1789
Hough, ed., Proceedings of the Commissioners, pp. 340-343

Brother: We have this Day received your Letter dated 14™ Inst, in Answer to ours of 2™
June; we are very sorry you have paid so little Attention to it. We endeavoured to explain
to you that you had not treated with the Chiefs, nor with persons authorized by them to
dispose of our Country, but we are now sorry to find you do not wish to be convinced of
an Error, which you took no previous Steps to avoid. You say the Treated you entered
into gave great Satisfaction to the Indians and would be much to their Advantage.
Undoubtedly a large Sum of Money to a few Indians, void of Principal, would be
pleasing, and their Ideas of Advantage are but momentary and never descend to Posterity,
and they are too blind to see the Traps laid to disunite the Nations to which they belong.
What you mean by offering your Assistance to see the Money fairly divided among those
of their Nations who are entitled to receive it, we do not understand, unless you think
none entitled to it but those who remain in the reserved Trap and who are intirely in your
Power. Our Ancestors made no Distinction in a Nation; they held their Lands in
common, and we do not wish to deviate from their Customs.

Brother: When you proposed a Treaty in July 1788, at Fort Stanwix, we informed you
that we should be on Business to the Southward with the Commissioners of Congress;
upon which you postponed it until September, and then we had not returned; nevertheless
you proceeded to Business (you say) in full Council according to the Custom of your
Ancestors, after the most serious and solemn Deliberations; true, it was the Custom of
your Ancestors to do Business with ours in full Council, but it was the Custom of our
Ancestors to call a Council and treat on Business of Importance to their Nations and
Posterity, without the Presence or Knowledge of the Chiefs, nor was it the Custom of
yours to require it; therefore we now see clearly what we before had only a glimmering
View of, and that your solemn Deliberations were the dictates of Policy and your
Determination was to effect a Disunion, which would terminate in our Ruin.

Brother: You say you are disposed to lend your Aid to accommodate any Difference in
the Distribution of the Money, and you expect we will not molest your Surveyors, or it
will be considered as hostile. You also advise and warn us not to listen any more to your
disobedient Children, least greater Evils follow. We are not frightened at your Threats,
nor are we directed by your disobedient Children, but by the feelings of an injured People
who seek for Justice; nor are we thirsty for Blood or War, but our sincere wishes are to
live in Peace and Fellowship with out Neighbours, and to obtain that desired Object upon
just Principles. Tt is equal to us who possess the Couniry, as we have sold it according to
our Customs fairly and now wish to have the Money paid that we may divide it amongst
the People who are entitled to receive it; and as for the Reservation we seek no more than
we made at Buffalo Creek. We wrote Congress the same time [we] wrote you and
requested that Commissioners might be sent cither here or at our Council Fire at Buffaloe
Creck to enquire into those Differences, that the Causes might be removed, and we are



anxiously waiting their Answer, We hope that Congress will view our Situation
impartially, and we presume the World can easily discern that it is not the Good of the
State, but self Interest, that influences the Proceedings which most affect us. We wish to
avoid all kind of Disturbance and Controversy between our People and yours and to settle
all Matters with you to our mutual Interest and to the Good of Posterity. We do not start
Difficulties for trifles, tho’ never so glaring. We received with Silence your Proceedings
in the Shemung Purchase, which was similar to the present; there we saw your
disobedient Children treat with a few of our People for a Tract of Country and we saw
your State afterwards confirm it. Sooner than disturb that Chain of Friendship, which we
rather wish to brighten than violate, we overlooked; but when they (Livingston & Co.)
made the second Attempt to deceive a few of our Chiefs out of our whole Country it
became alarming and roused the Attention of all our Nations, and in order to extricate
ourselves and relieve some part of our Country, we were obliged to confirm the Sale of
the rest, tho’ contrary to our wish, which will be fully explained when Congress think
proper to send Persons to enquire into it; but it is too long for the Subject of a Letter. Itis
hard for us to judge what are the Motives which influence your Proceedings; therefore we
wish our Difference to be determined by Congress. Perhaps self Interest throughout your
State is too prevalent to admit of impartial Decision in a Matter where they are so deeply
interested.

Brother: We are of the same Opinion now as we were when we wrote before, and see
more clearly the Attempt on our Disunion, and again request that neither Surveyors nor
Settlers proceed further till an Accommodation takes Place. We are, Brother, with due
Respect in Behalf of the Five Nations, your obedient and very humble Servants.

Sharonyowanew

Tehodageradon

Tekanaghgwaghshea

Athokwine

Oghniokwendon

Onondaga Chiefs at Buffaloe Creek

[Also signed by 10 Cayuga chiefs from Buffalo Creek, 8 Seneca Chiefs from Buffaloe
Creek, “Cadaragaras,” Genesee, 2 Tuscarora Chiefs from Niagara Landing and Genesee,
and Joseph Brant]
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Exhibit G

Proceedings of meeting of Onondagas, Cayugas, and Mohawks at Niagara, August
15,1789

Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Federal Archives Division, Indian Records, RG 10,
Vol. 1834-1835, pp.365-367; also available in Francis Jennings, et al. eds., Iroquois
Indians: A Documentary History of the Six Nations and Their League (Woodbridge,
Conn.: Research Publications, 1985), 50 microfilm reels, reel #39

Proceedings of a Meeting of the Principal Chiefs of the Onondagos, Cayugas &
Mohawks

Niagara 15™ August 1789
Present Lt Col Harris, Comm’t of the Upper Posts and Lieut, Colonel Butler, Dep’y
Agent. After the Usual Ceremonies had passed

The Fish Carrier Compliments Col. Harris on his return to the Country after his long
Absence and proceeded

Brothers

You (Colonel Butler) was present and know what was agreed upon at the Council
at Buffalo Creek last Summer when we Sold our Lands to the Americans, & that we were
to receive the payment at a Time then Fixed, which the Whole of the Five Nations were
to Share in, But we have been [?] when we went to receive our Shares at Canadaque (the
place Appointed, we were much surprised to find that the Senecas had excluded all the
Other Nations from receiving any Part of the Payment for the Lands, and told us that the
Lands belonged to them alone, therefore the Other Nations had no right to expect any
thing as the Onondagos & Cayugas had before Sold their Country and kept the Money to
themselves and Desired us to go to our Friends the English, as we had no Business There.
They also said that the [?] for the Security of the Payment, either by Col. Butler, Mr.
Street, Mr. Kirkland, Capt. Brant, or a Mr. Dean, as the Land mentioned in the Papers
was less than what was first agreed upon at the Council at Buffaloe Creek.

After this O’Bale was endeavouring to persuade the Senecas Not to take the
Money, but to go and refer the Matter to Congress who would see them Justified. This
Scheme of O’Bales we Opposed thinking it much against the Interest of the Five Nations
and therefore advised them to take the Money which we looked upon as Just & that the
Sums was agreeable to the Original Bargain Made at Buffaloe Creek, and told them that
we did not want any Share ourselves and Only asked for provisions to carry us home.

Brothers,

About this time we received an Answer to a letter we had wrote to Governor
Clinton but not a Satisfactory one for he still looks upon the Unjust Purchase he made
from a few of our Young People to be good and Valid & says he is Determined to Hold it
fast, and that if we hinder the Surveyors in their Business he will Look upon it as a
Hostile Intention and that we mean to Quarrel with him. We now intend to warn the
Governor again as we did before & to tell him that we see through his Artifice in



reserving small tracts of Lands to the Indians by which he hopes to Divide and Weaken
us, but this we will endeavour to prevent by Sending for our People who are there to
Move off to us & we have sent Belts to the Surveyors not to proceed until this Matter is
Settled to our Satisfaction.

We are sorry that our Brothers the Senecas should differ from us in Opinion and
even reflect upon us for our firm Attachment to the English which they have now done so
openly, that we hope our Brothers, the English will see their real friends and make the
Difference accordingly.
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Exhibit H

Joseph Brant to Timothy Pickering, February 25, 1791
Massachusetts Historical Society, Timothy Pickering Papers, vol. 61, folios 197-199v

Grand River, 25™ February 1791
Sir,

The law passed by Congress the 2omd July last, to regulate trade and intercourse
with the Indian Nations, shews a desire in them to have justice done the Indians; that,
with the assurances I have had of the good disposition of the President of the United
States towards us, induces me to address you on the Subject.

Collecting all your Council fires and uniting them in one, I hope will answer the
good purposes to which they seem to aim and establish that friendship which we long
wished to effect upon principles of mutual justice. The number of Council fires which
has since the year 1784 been kindled in our Country has kept our heads in a state of
intoxication—and although your present mode of treating with us may prevent such
abuses as have been practiced from being exercised in future by your Citizens, yet if
partial representations are still received from our people, I am afraid it will fail of
effecting that happy end which our mutual interest requires. It is difficult for us to
prevent individuals from addressing you with assumed power, which they have no right
to; if such meet encouragement, harmony cannot be established with permanency.,

Obeil (or the Cornplanter) a Seneca Chief, I understand has lately imposed
himself on the President of the United States, as a representative of the five Nations, he is
not being empowered by them, or any one of them, I am ignorant of his business, but it
has been suggested to me that amongst other things, he has complained of a deception
upon the Nations in the purchase of the Genesee Country, in which I feel myself
particularly called upon to contradict in vindication of my own character, as well as in
justification of the Purchasers.

Influenced by bribes and other selfish views, in the fall 1787, he prevailed on the
Chiefs (who were sent to Canadasego to cover up the Council fire kindled their by John
Livingston) to Lease the whole of the five nation Country, for a Consideration of Twenty
thousand dollars, subject to an annual rent of Two thousand Dollars, and it was with the
utmost difficulty that the united efforts of the Five Nations were able to remove that
Lease from off one half of the Country in Spring 1787 [17887], at which time Mr. Phelps
came with authority from the State of Massachusetts, and agreed with the Chiefs in a very
full Council for a tract of Land on the Genesee River, the price of which the Chiefs
requested the Rev. Mr. Kirkland, Colonel Butler and myself would determine, which was
done. But those principles viz: That the whole Country in place of Twenty was worth
Thirty thousand dollars, consequently Colonel Livingston should pay Fifteen thousand
Dollars, and One thousand annually. Mr. Phelps having about one third of the remainder
it followed of course that he should pay Five thousand and we fixed the annual rent at
Five hundred dollars, the writings were then drawn and explained by Mr. Kirkland in full
Council, and agreed to without a dissenting voice, they were afterwards lodged with



Colonel Butler at Niagara where they remained till the time of payment, the year
following, and no dissatisfaction appeared amongst our People, until they assembled at
Canadaque, to receive the money, when Obeil demanded Ten thousand dollars, he was
however opposed by all the Chiefs, except the Senekas to whom he belonged and finally
gave up the point and received the money.

I presume it must be from these circumstances appear as extraordinary to every
man of sense, as it does [?] to me that the man who was the sole instigator of the Country
being first sold or Leased for Twenty thousand Dollars, in a clandestine manner, should
afterwards object to the same sum, when agreed upon openly and fairly in full council for
two thirds of it, it clearly evinces that self interest was too predominant with him, and his
not being bribed in this as he was formerly by the Leases, must be the cause of this
extraordinary conduct in him. Should individuals, or parties, without the concurrence of
the whole, meet encouragements, the Five Nations cannot be happy amongst themselves;
nor can that harmony subsist between them and their neighbours, as might be produced
by a general representation of the causes of uneasiness where there is any, which has long
been the united wish of the nations.

Joseph Brant
To the Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the
Northern District of the United States
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Exhibit I

Israel Chapin to Timothy Pickering, July 17, 1792
Pickering Papers, vol. 62, folios 58-59v

Canandaique July 17" 1792

Dear Sir

I am just returned from along council of the five Nations and will now do myself
the honor of gratifying the request signified to me in your very polite letter. I received
orders the first of last month to repair to Buffalow Creek for the purpose of forwarding
Hendrick on his way to the southern treaty. When I arrived there I could not but observe
that the passion of Jealousy which has so forceable an operation in civilized life is felt
perhaps with equal force in the rudest state of society. In a word it was easy to be
perceived that the Chiefs of the five Nations were Jealous of Capt. Hendrick and for some
time enfested with vehemence on his tarrying for them. I told the Chiefs in council that
they had certainly obtained the full confidence of Congress—that it was not from any
preference to Capt. Hendrick that they wished him to make the utmost dispatch, but as it
would necessarily be some time before they themselves could set out, it was necessary
that the southern Indians should be apprised of their design—that the whole business of
Capt. Hendrick previously to their coming would be only to give the information. These
reasons at last prevailed but not ‘till after seven or eight days consideration.

I had another difficulty to contend with that seemed even greater than the former.
The Fish-Carrier and all the Cayugas residing at Buffalow Creek were highly disaffected
and at my first arrival the treatment I received from them bordered on rudeness. Whether
real or not they certainly feel like an injured people. Through the influence of our friends
they held a council with me. They informed me that the Indian by the name of Steel-Trap
was never considered as a chief of the Nation—that he only sold their Lands to the
Commissioners of New York—he only received and squandered the money—that the
five hundred dollars which the Governor of New York promised to pay the Nation
annually had uniformly been paid to the Usurper Steel-Trap, and none of Chief or one
Nation residing at Buffalow Creek had received a farthing. That their Lands were now
gone without their consent and without an equivalent and that they had not so much as a
pipe of Tobacco to smoke with their friend. They complained respecting the Lands
leased to Messr. Gore and Spalding at New Town. That the State of New York after
disapproving of their lease had seized on and parceled out those lands without so much as
the shew of a purchase even from Steel-Trap himself. That they still hoped to derive
some benefit from the lands reserved to them. That the lease of those lands would have
afforded a small income to the Nation and accordingly they leased them as they supposed
under the guaranty of Congress. That even after their friends went on their lands the
Governor of New York burn their houses and drove them from their farms. They then
asked me and 1 confess it was a feeling Question whether I thought any dependence could
be placed on the promises of white people. 1 observed to them that I could not pretend to
judge of the controversy between them and New York as I had only heard one side of the
question. That whatever injuries they might have received they did not originate from the
Great Council of our Nation. That Congress were desirous of brightening the chain of



friendship with them and making it as lasting as the great mountains. I appealed to their
Brothers who had been at Philadelphia for the speeches they heard and the treatment they
had received. I urged them to make their minds easy for the present—that the ears of our
great Men would be open to all their just complaints and that they might expect a redress
of all real grievances. Fortunately my talk happened to please them. Their countenances
brightened and after a little conversation among themselves, the Fish-Carrier took me by
the hand and assured me that he would not only suspend his resentment but would go in
person to the southward and endeavour to bring a general peace. I forgot to inform you
that a considerable party of young warriors of the Cayuga Nation went to the southward
last spring with a view of joining the hostile Indians. That the Fish Carrier assured me he
would recall let the event of the southern treaty be as it might,

I write to you Sir with all the confidence of private friendship. In this confidence I would
query whether as Congress actually guarantied the Lands to the Indians they would do
any thing more than an act of Justice if they should appoint a Committee to enquire into
all disputed purchases of land made of them since the peace. But to return, all was
harmony in the council after the reconcilement of the Cayugas. The account given by the
Chiefs that went to Philadelphia were received with applause.



EXHIBIT J



1794.) [THE SIX NATIONS AND OTHERS. 481

the Siz Nations, assembled ot Buffalo on the 21s¢ #1704, lo a rom: Qeneral Knox,
%gd of War to i’hg‘UnitJ; States, delivered ?w Gensral mﬂﬁn the 1064 rua{y, i inferpreted bz.'r
Jasper Porrizh, one of the interpreters for the United States. .

Clear 8ky (zn Onondaga chief) spoke as follows: ;

Genenat Cuapin: We are happy to see that you are arrived safe at onr council fire, and that yon have been
preserved, by the Great Spirit, in gooid heatth, . . .
Cowones Borcsnt We are alsdvery happy to see you at our council five, as representing the King,

Captain Brandt then spoke as follows:

Brornena: You, of the United States, listen to what we are going to say to yous you, likewise, the King.

BroToens: Wz,m very ha%)pj‘ to see you, Colonel Butler :isnoduéan?myl Oiapi’n.y sitting Iid:’ by side, with the
intent of hearing what we have 0 say. ‘We wish fo do no business but what is done olagn and zbove-board,

Brorrer: You, of the United States, make your mind easy, on account of the long fime your President’s speech
has been nnder our consideration; when we received it, we told you it-was n business of imporiance, and s
some time to be considered of. .. X .

Brorirer: The answer yon have brought us is not eccording to what we &gmtcd, which was the reason of qur
tongdelay; the husiness would have been done with Ation, had the Upited Btates egreed to our ]ﬁsg:posals. We
woild then have collected our associates, and to Venaugo, the place you proposed for meeting ns,

Broxier: It is not now in onr power to accept your invitation; provided we were ta go, you would conduct the
buginess as you might thivk proper; this has been the case at all the treaties held, from time {o time, by your
commisstoners,

Broruex: At the first treaty, after the conclusion of the war between you and Great Britain, at fort Stanwix,
yorr commissioners conducted the business as it to them seemed beats they pointed out v line of division, and then

confirmed it; after this, they held out that our country was ceded to them by the K.mg, this confused the chiefs who
attended there, and preventod them from mpking any reﬁlly to the gontrary; still holding out, if we did not consent
to ity their warriors were at their back, and that we would get no further protection frotn Great Britain, This has
ever been held out to us, by the commissioners foom Ceuimss; atall the treatles held with us since the peace, at fort
McIntosh, at Rocky river, aud every other meeting held, the idea was still the seme. '
.. Broraer: Thig has been the case from time to fime. Peace has not taken place, because you haveheld up thess
ideas, owing to which much mischief as been dove to the Southward. . . .

_ Brorren: ‘We, the Six Nations, have heen exerting ourselyes to keep pence since the conclugion of the war; we
think it would be best for both ‘purtm; wa advised the confederate nabions fo request a meeting, abouf lalf way
between us ani the United States, in order that such steps might be taken as would bring ahoutagmaégﬁns request
was rpade, and Co appointed commigsioners to meet us at Muskingum, which we agreed to, 8 Doundary line
was then proposed Ey us, and refused by Governor 8t. Clair, one of your commissioners. The Wyandois, a fow
Delawares, and sore others, met the commissioners, though not authorized, and confirmed the lines of what was not
their property, but a comumon to all nations. ) . .

Bromiex: This idea we all held ont at our counil, at Lower Sandusky, held for the purpose of formu;? our
confederacy, and to adopt measures that wovld be for the general welfare of our Indian pations, or people of our
color; owing to those steps taken by ws, the United States held out, that when we went to the Westward to iransact
our private business, that we went with an intention of an active part in the froubles subsistingbetween them
g:tzd t:nr Western brethren; this never has betn the case. e heve over wished for the friendship of the United

atos, -

Brorusr: We think you must be fully convineed, from onr perseverange last summer, ag your commisgioners
saw, that we were anxjoug for a peace bet\"’feau us. ‘The exertions that we, the Six Nnﬁonfhhave ruade towards the
accomplishing this desivable end, is the cause of the Western nations being somewhat dubicus as to our sincerity,
e o N e e

ol o we certain would have e o ni ¢ in that case
we {;hoﬁld have mon;e than ever exerted ourselves, in order that the offers we made should be confirmed hy our
confederacy, and by them strictly o be adhered {o, + L

. Brotrer: Our proposals have not met with the success from Congress that we expected; this still leavesus ina
similar situation to what we were when we first enterod on the bhusiness. . .

. Baormer: You must recollect the number of chiefs who have, at divers times, waited on Congress; they have
pointed out the meana to bo taken, and held out the same hmge, uniformly, at ons time a3 at avother; that was,
1f you would withdraw your claim to the bound s within the line, a¥ offeved by us; had this been.
done, peace would have taken places and, unless this still be done, we see no other method of aocomgll_latungtt.

Brorazr: We have borno every thing patiently for this long time past; we have done every thing we could
copsistently do with the welfare of our nations in general—notwithstanding the many advantages that have been
taken of uz, by individuals making purchases from us, the Six Nations, whose frauduleat conduct towardsus
Congress never has faken notice of, nor in any wige seen ug rectified, nor made our minds easy. This is the case to
tI;e presetit day; 3(grut- patience 11: m:lw ctztnm&eiy WOUR o1 );ntuvm the dlm vg lebor under, so ﬂrﬁ we bm
at present, rise. from our seats and attend yonr coune enaneo [ rin . The
Iing we pt;intcd ont, wa {hink ia 8 just onefalﬂmu h the United Sates claim lsnds;’gt of that liney the tifle that
» has heen paid by the United States tan be no object in comparison to what & peace would be, .

Brommn: We are of the same opinion with the people of the United States; you consider yourselves us inge-
pendent pesple; we, as the original inhabitents of this country, and sovereignz of the soil, leok upon qurselves as
equally independent, aud fies a3 any other palion or nations. This country was given to us by the Great Spirit.
above; we wish to enjoy it, and have cur passagc along the lake, within the lme we have pointed out.

Brorien: The great exertions we-have made, for this number of years, to accomplich a peace,and binve notheen
able to obtaiv jt; our patience, as we have already observed, is exhausted, und we are ghswurusea from, perseverip
any longer. 'We, therefore, throtw ourselvas under the protection of the Great Bpirit abore, who, we hope,
order all {hings for the best.  We have told you our patienco is worn outs but not so far, but that we wish for peace,
and, whenever we hear that pleasing sound, we shall pay attention to it .

(The belt and specch, sent by General knox, were then returned to General Chapin.)

” .

Speech of General Chapin fo the Siz Nutions,
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Exhibit K

Fish Carrier’s speech to Israel Chapin, Buffale Creek, October 12, 1793

New York State Archives, Legislative Assembly Papers, vol. 40, pp. 297-298.

Also in Francis Jennings, et al. eds., Iroquois Indians: A Documentary History of the Six
Nations and Their League (Woodbridge, Conn.: Research Publications, 1985), 50
microfilm reels, reel #42

Fish-carrier, Chief of the Cayuga Nation to Israel Chapin Esq., Superintendant of Indian
affairs for the Northern Department, Buffaloe Creek, Oct. 12", 1793

We thank the great Spirit that he has let us meet together this day, and tho’ we have been
troubled with much sickness in this island, we are still here.

Brother—You informed us the other day that you and two other persons were appointed
by the Governor as Commissioners to treat with us for the sale or lease of our Lands, and
that a meeting was proposed to be held on the lands to be sold or leased this Fall.

Brother—You desired us to think of the matter and let you know when we would meet
the Commissioners, and whether we would sell or lease our Lands.

Brother—The season is now far advanced, and Winter is near to us, which together with
the great sickness, which prevails among us, makes it difficult for us to meet you this
Fall.

Brother—We will meet you in the Spring, and we will either sell or lease our Land and
let you know on what terms.



